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2014: a year of great achievements
for AU-SAFGRAD !
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Together to build resilience in Semi
Arid Zones of Africa.

Key studies
in 2014 - 35

Challenges and Opportunities for
Strategic Agricultural Commodity
Value chains Development in the
IGAD Region

Determining gaps in the CAADP-
based National Agricultural and
Food Security Investment Plans
(NAFSIPs) in Burkina Faso, Mali,
Niger, and Senegal

Documentation and sharing of
success stories and lessons
learnt : Printing of hundreds of
AU SAFGRAD books

Key Events

2nd edition of Africa Drylands
Week in Ndjamena, Chad.

The fourth special session of
the Committee on Science and
Technology in Cancun,

Mexico

Regional Steering Committee of
GGWSSI in Dakar, Senegal

Dr Agbonlahor joined SAFGRAD

-SAFGRAD, one of the
specialized technical offices
within the department of
rural economy and agricul-

ture of the African Union Commission, has
significantly contributed to the achievements
done by the commission in the occasion of
2014 year of Agriculture and Food Security
towards Africa’s agenda 2063.

In 2014, the office has started to implement
its new strategic plan (2014-2017). Amongst
many achievement done by the office in 2014
I would like to highlight the following activi-
ties:

¢ In East Africa Region: The office has
studied the agriculture commodities value
chain in IGAD region, the study ranked
the agriculture commodities at national
and regional levels .Two of the agricul-
ture commodities (one is stable crop and
the second is cash crop) have been se-
lected to be analyzed in details.

¢ In West Africa Region: The office has
reviewed the CAADP-National Agricul-
ture and Food Security Investment Plans
(NAFSIPs) in four Countries namely,
Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger and Senegal,
the study was focusing on the areas of
climate change , and desertification.

In the Central Region of Africa, the
office organized the 2" Dry land Week
with the CCDU in Chad where many
stakeholders and development partners
participated and exchanged the views on
the matter of combating desertification in
Africa.

Further responding to the specific and
persistent challenge of desertification, the
office has been mandated with the CCDU
by the AU Assembly through Decision;
Assembly/AU/Dec.492 ( XXII) of January
2014, to serve as an effective platform to
provide the necessary guidance, and
promote experience sharing and coordi-
nation among the existing African Cen-
tres of Excellence on Desertification .
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